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HY—ERXBHET. TE2RBUT —ERE LML T — BEIOEIENLTND 9,

EADFEROFREPESRELERDNETD S 8o

4) SEbICRDBALERERIEDIEND
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Relationship between psychological status and
perceived physical status of
cancer patients receiving hyperthermia

Hiroko Kukihara, Michiyo Ando, Shigeru Hayasida *

St. Mary’s College Faculty of Nursing, * Naito Hospital

< Key word >
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between psychological
and perceived physical status of cancer patients undergoing hyperthermia treatment.
A clinical psychologist performed individual interviews with ten patients in a hospital,
and examined relations between the Spirituality Rating Scale (SRS), Beck Depression
Inventory - Short Form (BDI-SF) , and a mark was developed for a patient's feeling of
health and perceived physical status. This study was approved by the Naito Hospital
Research committee and the Institutional review Board. The results were as follows:
The subjects showed positive correlations between “Spirituality” and “perceived physical
status” (Spearman's, r=0.72, p=0.018), negative correlations between “Depression” and
“Perceived physical status” (Spearman's, r=—0.75, p=0.012) , and negative correlations
between “Spirituality” and “Depression” (Spearman's, r=— p=0.63, P=0.05) . These findings
suggest the necessity of psychological intervention for cancer patients undergoing
thermotherapy.
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Knowledge and awareness of infection control
in nursing students before and after the
home nursing care practicum

Yasuko Toyoshima, Masakazu Washio, Ritsuko Yamasaki, Toko Imamura

Faculty of Nursing, St. Mary’s College
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Abstract

We examined the knowledge and awareness of infection control in nursing students
before and after the home nursing care practicum. The nursing students were
asked to answer unsigned self-administered anonymous questionnaires. After the
practicum, 97.1% of students had the knowledge of how to prevent cross infection
during home nursing care, and 91.3% became able to recognize the risk that the
elderly could give an infectious disease to them when visiting the elderly for home
nursing care. 98.1% knew the reason why home care nursing visits the infected
clients last, and 93.1% had the knowledge of how to handle blood, fluid, stools and
urine (i.e., standard precautions) . However, only 62.1% recognhized that some health
care professionals do an injustice to the MRSA carrier clients.
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Acetaminophen poisonings in an
emergency hospital
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Abstract

Acetaminophen is commonly used as the main component of cold medicine and
antipyretic/analgesic drugs sold over the counter because its adverse effects rarely
occur with the therapeutic dose. However, severe adverse effects such as liver
failure, renal failure and disseminated intravascular coagulation, occur with the
overdose. Therefore, acetaminophen is sometimes taken for suicide. We evaluated
acetaminophen poisonings treated in St. Mary's Hospital in the past 11 years. There
were 170 cases of acetaminophen poisonings. Among them, 152 cases (89.4%) were
those who took drugs sold over the counter.and 143 patients (84.1%) were females,
and 67 (39.4%) were young patients with the age of twenties. Fifty seven patients
(33.5%) were admitted to St. Mary's Hospital for the treatment although none of
them died. The clerks, who sell the drugs sold over the counter, should encourage
their customers to use proper dose of acetaminophen. In order to prevent death
from acetaminophen poisoning, it may be worth considering the restriction pack
sizes of cold medicine and antipyretic/analgesic drugs sold over the counter.
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